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The Tucson Scottish Rite 
Cathedral is turning 100! 

 
The Tucson Scottish Rite 

Centennial Committee is busy 
planning a full year of celebration 
in honor of the 100th Anniversary 

of our Cathedral. 
 

Volunteer!  Get Involved! 
We would love to hear from you!  
Perhaps you have a story to share, 
or old photos to share.  Spend a 
few hours volunteering, or join a 

committee. 
 

For more information, please 
send an email to: 

patchley@tucsonscottishrite.org  
or call the office at 520-622-8364. 

The Fall Reunion is just around the corner and we 
still have time to get Petitions turned in and processed. 
We need to be talking to our Brothers in the Blue Lodges 
about continuing their education in our great fraternity 
and how the Scottish Rite Degrees open many doors in 
our lessons of life.  I have always enjoyed coming to the 
Scottish Rite.  I believe in the lessons we teach and they 
have made me a better Mason.  Not only do we get to 
enjoy the brotherhood, but we have become a social 
group which includes our families. 
   We have 26 Blue Lodges in our Valley.  Can you 
imagine if each lodge came up with one candidate how 
great a Reunion we could have.  We need to reach out to 
our Brothers and offer them a place in the Scottish Rite. 
   Those who have not had a chance to check out the new 
Arizona Ballroom, restrooms and kitchen have really 
missed out.  You need to come down and take a look at 
all the improvements—it’s amazing!  The call for special 
events in our beautiful Cathedral keeps growing and 
with every event a new project in the Cathedral gets 
placed on the drawing board.   
   As Fall unfolds, we look forward to seeing you and 
your family in November for our Stated Meeting  Dinner 
followed by our Election of Officers; in December for 
our annual Holiday Party and in January for our 
Installation of Officers.  

One to replace yourself 
and 

One to grow on! 
 

Ill.·. Bro.·. J. Michael Atchley, 33°, G.·.C.·. 
Personal Representative ~ Valley of Tucson 
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Articles appearing in this publication express only the private 
opinion or assertions of the writer and are not necessarily those 
of the Scottish Rite Bodies. 
 
Articles submitted must be informative and relate to Masonry 
and/or be of general public interest. When possible, 
photographs illustrating these articles should accompany the 
submission. The Rite Words is published six times annually, in 
January, March, May, July, September and November. 
Deadline for submission of articles for the next publication is 
December 5, 2014. 
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Grand Inspector General of the Supreme Council of the Ancient 
and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry for the Southern 
Jurisdiction, U.S.A. in the Orient of Arizona.   Illustrious 
Brother J. Michael Atchley, 33°, G.·. C.·.,  is the Personal 
Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General in 
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Conference.  Brother James E. Wolfe, 32°, K.·.C.·.C.·.H.·., is 
the Assistant Personal Representative of the Sovereign Grand 
Inspector General in Arizona, for the Valley of Tucson.  

Tucson  

Fall Reunion 

November 7th and 8th 

Breakfast Buffet 

6:30am — 8:00am 

Scrambled Eggs — Potatoes —
Gravy — Bacon — Sausage — 
Toast — Fresh Fruit — Orange 

Juice — Coffee 

$5.00 

RESERVATONS ONLY 

520-622-8364 

or email: 

patchley@tucsonscottishrite.org 

    

  

   

    

Human progress is our causse, 
liberty of thought our supreme wish, 
freedom of conscience our mission, 
and the guarantee of equal rights 

to all people everywhere. 

u
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Rite Words2 November / December 2014



   2014 Calendar of  Events 

November 3, 2014 
7:00pm in the Library 

(Master Craftsman—1) 

 
November 7-8, 2014 
(Tucson Fall Reunion) 

 
November 13, 2014 

Stated Meeting 
Dinner—6:30pm 

Meeting—7:30pm 
(Salute to the Veterans and                   

Election of Officers) 

 
November 17, 2014 

7:00pm in the Library 
(Master Craftsman—3) 

 
December 11, 2014 
Arizona Ballroom 

6:30pm 
(Holiday Celebration) 

 
2015 Dues Notices  -  are now in the mail! 

 
      Your membership is very important to the Valley of Tucson.  We try our best to serve your 
needs and create an atmosphere which is in line with our Masonic teachings. 

   This year there is a change.  PLEASE KEEP your plastic Membership Card.  Why?  This year 
Supreme Council has produced a “2015 sticker” which you will apply over the 2014 located in the 
lower right corner of your card.  When we receive your dues payment, we will send you the 2015 
sticker.  Remember to make your dues payment directly to the Tucson Office. 

   The strength of our fraternity, rests in our membership! 
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2015 Dues — $95.00                                     

PLEASE                                                              

call the office at  520-622-8364  and pay 
with any credit or debit card. 

OR 

Mail your check to: 

Tucson Scottish Rite 
P.O. Box 391 

Tucson, AZ  85702  

 
REMEMBER  

PAY YOUR DUES  

DIRECTLY TO THE TUCSON 

SCOTTISH RITE OFFICE.  

TThank You! 

Another Fall Reunion at Scottish Rite and I was 
thinking about why men join Freemasonry.  We often 
hear we are losing Members each year, not only to the 
Celestial Lodge above but “out the back door”.  How 
can we stop the latter?  What brings men to our door in 
the first place?  We hear many possible reasons why 
Freemasonry does not attract as many young men as it 
did in past decades, including the economics of today, 
lack of time and many more activities and diversions 
available now when compared to the past. 
   So what do we offer that young men are searching for?  
I recently discussed the issue with a young Master 
Mason in my Blue Lodge.  He spoke eloquently on the 
subject.  He said he did not come to Masonry for what 
he could get from the Fraternity; he was attracted by 
what he could give.  He said it was his opinion that too 
many are attracted by an expectation of gain.  “The gain 
that is talked about is the enrichment of our lives, 
associating with like-minded Brothers who are all trying 
to measure and perfect ourselves with the lessons we 
learned on our journey to becoming a Master Mason.  
This is the true gain in Freemasonry.  The trouble comes 
when people join and expect more.  When I joined, I did 
not expect more and I have been very happy with my 
association with Freemasonry”, he said.  “I became a 
Freemason not for what it offered me; I became a 
Freemason because of what I could offer it.”  A unique 
point of view; I hope not.  Perhaps we make too much 
about what Masonry in all its branches can offer a man 
and not enough about what men can give to the 
Fraternity and the community. 

 
Bro.·. Gilbert A. Schlierer, 32° 

Membership Director 

   Did you have a Knight at your table at the last Stated 
Meeting?  It’s possible you didn’t.  There was a 
wonderful crowd for the ribbon cutting and Stated 
Meeting.  There might not have been enough Knights to 
go around.  We expect to have full coverage for the 
November Stated Meeting.  Of course, if ya’ll come, we 
may have to step up our recruiting.  The parking lot is in 
full swing so you will see us there too.      
   As you know, the Fall Reunion is upon us.  We have 
been practicing our parts for the 29th Degree under the 
direction of Sir Knight Brian A. Pilz, PVM.  There were 
a few practices with the swords so we won’t slice off 
any ears.  KSA will participate in the Opening and  

Closing Ceremonies in addition to members assisting 
with the stage crew, the make-up department, the 
wardrobe department as well as the sound department, 
and participating in several other Degrees. 
   Remember, if you are a 32º Mason, you can join the 
Knights of St. Andrew.  See me; Sir Knight Randal S. 
Jager, PVM; Sir Knight Brian A. Pilz, PVM; Sir Knight 
Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr., or any of the Knights who can 
guide you to us.  

 
Sir Knight Jon B. Ruse, 32º, 

Venerable Master, KSA 

Rite Words4 November / December 2014



MASTER CRAFTSMAN STUDY GROUP I, II and III 

If you’re interested in the history of Scottish Rite, please join 
us as we study the Master Craftsman Program I and II. 

The first Monday of each month.   

7:00pm  

Tucson Scottish Rite Library 

The Tucson office has copies of the study guides and 
questions available for purchase.  $42.00 

Master 
Craftsman 
Program  

I 

Master 
Craftsman 
Program  

II 

Master Craftsman Program III Study Group meets  

The third Monday of each month.   

7:00pm  

Tucson Scottish Rite Library 

The Tucson office has copies of Program III study 
guide and questions available for purchase.  $67.00 

There is no such thing as a “self-made” man.  We are 
made up of thousands of others.  Everyone who has ever 
done a kind deed for us, or spoken one word of 
encouragement to us, has entered into the make-up of 
our character and of our thoughts.   

George Matthew Adams 

The above quote is so true in our Masonic Family.  
Whether we need words of encouragement or if we offer 
the same to our Brethren, the result is indeed a positive.  
We talk about Mentoring being so valuable to our newest 
Brothers, but in reality we all can reap the benefits of 
mentoring throughout our entire lives. 

   The Valley of Tucson Fall Reunion, 2014, is Friday & 
Saturday, November 7th & 8th.  Those of you who do not 
have a part in the degrees or do not have a position in the 
various departments, please come down, take in a few 
degrees, sit along the sidelines to show the candidates we 
support their efforts in joining a fraternity that is as good 
as it gets.  
   Stop in and check out the renovations downstairs.  A 
new kitchen and a new Ballroom which are sure to impress 
those of you who have not seen it.  In addition to that, new 
restrooms have been added downstairs as well.  It’s your 
Temple, enjoy it! 

Bro.·. James E. Wolfe, 32º, K.·.C.·.C.·.H.·. 
Assistant Personal Representative 

John Robert Woody 
1942  ~  2014 

 
 

Herman Erwin Ziemer 
1917  ~  2014 

Well Done,
Good and Faithful Brothers
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   Tucson’s York Rite Bodies have been busy this year 
with new members, new officers and plans to continue 
growing. 
   Last year, our York Rite Bodies led the state with 16 
new members.  A healthy number of these came from a 
Mark Master Degree which we exemplified for Adobe 
Lodge XLI.  A group of Brothers from Adobe Lodge were 
interested in having this Degree exemplified in their 
Lodge as part of their Lodge Education Program.  Adobe 
Lodge has a history of York Rite participation.  Their 
current secretary, MEC Kenneth W. Smith, is a Past Grand 
High Priest and Grand Secretary Emeritus of the Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Arizona. 
   The Mark Master is the first of the four “Capitular” or 
“Chapter” Degrees which culminate in a candidate being 
‘Exhalted’ to the degree of Royal Arch Mason.  Tucson 
York Rite offers this degree at no cost to interested Blue 
Lodges.  Once the degree is completed, those Brothers 
who participated will have the degree of Mark Master and 
may petition to continue with the remainder of their York 
Rite degrees.  If your Lodge is interested in this program, 
please contact  EC Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr., for details. 
   Degree Festivals are usually held in the Spring and Fall.  
This Spring, Tucson York Rite joined with Sierra Vista 
and Safford York Rites to conduct degree work, including 
the Knights Templar Orders.  This was the first time in 
nine years these orders have been exemplified in Tucson 
and many long-time members were pleased to see the 
tradition revived.  The Order of the Temple, the final 
Order to be conferred, is one of the most beautiful and 
soul stirring in all of Masonry.  Sir Knights from Phoenix 
assisted and the result was a very special day for everyone, 
especially the new Sir Knights. 
   April brought elections with new slates of officers and 
plans for the coming year.  You can find lists of officers 
and photos on our website:  www.tucsonyorkrite.org or on 
our Facebook page:  Tucson York Rite Bodies. 
   Tucson York Rite is also well represented in the Grand 
York Rite lines in Arizona this year with two members 
being heads of Grand Bodies and four members in the 
lines.  Photos of the Grand Lines are also on our Facebook 
page.  Those in Grand Lines this year are: 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templar in Arizona 
Sir Knight Sidney J. Leluan, III, 

Right Eminent Grand Commander 
 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons in Arizona 
Most Illustrious Companion Steven J. Powlesland 

Grand Master 
 

Grand Council of Cryptic Masons in Arizona 
Excellent Companion Donald M. Moyer 

Grand Captain of the Guard 
 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Arizona 
Right Excellent Companion Jeffrey R. Horton 

Grand Scribe; 
Excellent Companion Steven J. Powlesland 

Grand Chaplain; 
Excellent Companion Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr., 

Grand Lecturer 
 

   Finally, we are represented internationally by MIC 
Sidney J. Leluan, III, who is the new Right Puissant 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master of the General 
Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International for Central 
America.  This covers 11 countries from Puerto Rico to 
Panama. 
   For the coming year, we’re planning more ritual work 
and to field a new degree team; working on our props and 
costumes and, adding an education/mentoring program.  
There is plenty to do and while our new Companions will 
be a great help, we can certainly use more hands.  If you 
haven’t been down for a while, why don’t you stop by and 
see what we’re doing.  We will be posting a schedule on 
our website, but there is always information given before 
our regular meeting on the third Thursday of each month, 
except July and August, held at the Tucson Scottish Rite 
Cathedral.  A pot-luck dinner begins at 6:15pm in the 
Arizona Ballroom and the meeting begins at 7:00pm in the 
Campbell Room. 
   Everyone is cordially invited to Arizona Commandery 
#1’s Annual Christmas Observance on Sunday, December 
21, 2014 at 1:00pm in the Campbell Room at the Tucson 
Scottish Rite, followed by refreshments. 
   Our next Degree Festival will be in January.  If you are 
curious about York Rite Masonry, please give us a call or 
send an email.  Information can be found on our website:  
www.tucsonyorkrite.org, our Facebook page or by 
contacting one of the following: 

Terry DeGrenier—hp@tucsonyorkrite.org 
Alfred Curtis—imtucsonyorkrite.org 

Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr.—ec@tucsonyorkrite.org 
   Remember, you are already a York Rite Mason.  We 
just have more light to share with you, 

Kind regards, 
EC Roderic L. Wagoner, Jr. 
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   II am pleased to announce the 
appointment of Bro.·. James E. Wolfe, 32°, 
K.·.C.·.C.·.H.·. as AAssistant Personal 
Representative for the Valley of Tucson.  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Born in Union City, Indiana, Jim became a 
Tucson “snow bird” for 23 years before he and 
his wife Mayno, decided to make Tucson their 
permanent home in 2002. 

   Brother Jim was raised a Master Mason in 
Jerusalem Daylight Lodge #66 in 1995 and is 
currently a member of Aaron Lodge #49. 

   During the 1995 Spring Reunion, held at the 
Tucson Scottish Rite, Brother Jim became a 
Scottish Rite Mason and was elected Class 
President.  During that same year, he joined 
Sabbar Shrine in Tucson; was elected Oriental 
Guide in 2004 and served as Potentate in 2008. 

   In 2004, he was elected to the Board of the 
Square & Compass Children’s Clinic and 
currently serves as Vice President of the Board 
of Directors. 

   In January of this year, Brother Jim was the 
recipient of the Robert F. Hannon Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

   Brother Jim is the current Commander of 
the Knights Commander, Court of Honor 
(K.·.C.·.C.·.H.·.), and will continue his duties 
as Director of the Work for the Valley of 
Tucson. 

Ill.·. J. Michael Atchley, 33°, G.·.C.·. 
Personal Representative, 

Orient of Arizona—Valley of Tucson 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Brother Shayn A. Sukta, 32° 

Brother David C. Fields, 32° 
Brother Benjamin E. Headen, 32°, K.·.S.·.A.·. 

For completing the Master Craftsman Program I. 

 

Brother Thomas A. Leslie, Jr., 32°, K.·.S.·.A.·. 
For completing the Master Craftsman Program II. 

 

 

Brother David W. Kucera, 32° 

For completing the Master Craftsman Program III. 

Tucson Fall Reunion 
November 7 - 8, 2014 

In Honor of 
Illustrious B. Thomas Dingwall, III, 33° 
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We find ourselves once again entering the holiday season, and it 
just does not seem possible! 
   I remember in early October of this year watching in amazement 
while workers were assembling the Christmas displays at a local 
department store!  As the economy struggles, merchandisers must 
capture our attention earlier and earlier every year to maximize sales 
opportunities.  Many Brothers would say that membership efforts for 
our Fraternity must be very much the same.  As our numbers 
dwindle, we must pull out all the stops to bring in new members and 
recruit every Master Mason we know into the appendant bodies.  I 
humbly disagree with this idea. 
   Of course we need to bring new members to our Fraternity, but not 
at the risk of bringing in the wrong members.  We all agree that our 
Fraternity is not intending to improve bad or even mediocre men, but 
rather to make good men even better.  These are men who we 
observe Masonic qualities in before they come to the doors of our 
Lodge.  If all we are concerning ourselves with is the quantity of our 
members, then it is more likely for us to overlook quality of our 
members. 
   Likewise, we should also use caution when bringing Brothers to the 
Scottish Rite.  We should not strive to blanket all new Master 
Masons with Scottish Rite petitions, but rather those who we know 
are ready and/or searching for our additional teachings and our 
unique brand of Freemasonry.  Chances are high that Brothers we ask 
to join the Scottish Rite respect or even look up to us; therefore, we 
should not take advantage of such a situation just to increase 
membership.  Ultimately, this could result in only short-term 
members.  Even worse, this could result in harm to our relationship 
with these Brothers or the loss of a Brother from the entire Fraternity. 
   Please do not misunderstand my intentions with this message my 
Brothers...I recognize that for our great Fraternity to continue, we all 
need to do our part to “find our replacement...and one to grow on.”  I 
simply caution all of us to exercise the care necessary to be certain 
that we are doing what is right for the Fraternity as a whole and in the 
long run.  We all have heard the expression, “it only takes one bad 
Mason to undo the works of a thousand good Masons” in some form 
or another.  I ask that we all keep it in our minds and hearts while we 
identify and recommend members to every part of our Fraternity. 
   This article also marks my last communication with you as 
Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection.  It has been a busy 
year, but very rewarding.  I thank all of you for the support during 
this year and for the privilege of serving the Valley of Tucson.  It has 
been my absolute pleasure. 
   Looking forward to next year, we will have our hands full.  With 
the upcoming Centennial celebration for our beautiful Cathedral, we 
will need all members to help with the work to be done.  If someone 
does not directly ask you to help, ask around...find out how you can 
take a part.  Become active...it will be worth it! 
   I look forward to seeing all of you in Lodge very soon. 

Bro.·. Randal S. Jager, 32º, K.·.C.·.C.·.H.·. 
Venerable Master, Lodge of Perfection  

   We are pleased to announce our new 
“exclusive” caterer for Masonic Events as well 
as Special Events—Edge Catering.  In addition 
to becoming the caterer at Scottish Rite, Edge 
Catering is also the exclusive caterer for the 
Tohono Chul Garden Bistro; Saguaro Buttes; 
Pima Air and Space Museum and Reflections 
at the Buttes. 
   Edge Catering Company, formerly known as 
River’s Edge Catering, has been serving the 
greater Tucson area for over 15 years and during 
that time, they have had the honor to serve a Past 
President of the United States of America, local 
Congressmen and Congresswomen as well as 
several fortune 500 companies. 

EEdge Catering not only prepares 
delicious food,  but their service  is sure 

to impress! 
e
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•  Join Us  • 
2014 Fall Reunion 

November 7th & 8th 

Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral 

5° Perfect Master 

4° Secret Master 

6° Confidential Secretary 

7° Provost and Judge 

8° Intendant of the Building 

9° Elu of the Nine 

10° Elu of the Fifteen 

11° Elu of the Twelve 

12° Master Architect 

13° Royal Arch of Solomon 

14° Perfect Elu 

19° Pontiff 

18° Knight Rose Croix 

17° Knight of the East and West 

16° Prince of Jerusalem 

15° Knight of the East 

20° Master of the Symbolic Lodge 

21° Noachite or Prussian Knight 

22° Knight of the Royal Axe or Prince of Libanus 

25° Knight of the Brazen Serpent 

24° Prince of the Tabernacle 

23° Chief of the Tabernacle 

30° Knight Kadosh 

29° Scottish Knight of St. Andrew 

28° Knight of the Sun or Prince Adept 

27° Knight Commander of the Temple 

26° Prince of Mercy 

32° Master of the Royal Secret 

31° Inspector Inquisitor 

33° Inspector General Honorary 

Steps of  Freemasonry 
   
   Becoming a Scottish Rite Mason is a journey of 
self-discovery, a set of steps both upward to “more 
light” and inward to deeper understanding. 

   A degree is like a play or drama, a form used 
since ancient Egypt to awaken both the intellect 
and the emotions.  Each contributes successively 
to bring greater insight and teach more profound 
lessons in ethics, morality and self-discovery. 

Exemplification of the 4° - 14°  

is the responsibility of the Lodge of Perfection 

Exemplification of the 15° - 18°  is the 

responsibility of the Chapter Rose Croix 

Exemplification  
of the 31° - 32° 
 

responsibility of Consistory 

Exemplification of the 19° - 30°  is the 

responsibility of the Council Knights Kadosh 

is the  
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Each 8” brick is limited to 3 lines and 18 characters per line, plus a logo.  The 12” x 12” brick has 
fewer limitations.  Personal logos as well as most Masonic logos are available, such as:  

For questions contact Tim Alphin at 520-272-8239 or 

the Scottish Rite Office at 520-622-8364. 

To order your personalized brick, complete the form below and mail to:  

Scottish Rite Cathedral—P.O. Box 391—Tucson, AZ  85701.                            

Be sure to include your payment. 

Name:  _______________________________________  Phone:  __________________________ 

Email:  __________________________________________________________________________    

Brick Size:  ______________________Logo:  _________________________________________ 

Wording Line 1:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Wording Line 2:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Wording Line 3:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Payment:  Check:  ___  Visa:  ___  Master Card:  ___  Discover:  ___  AMX:  ___ 

Credit Card No.:  ___________________________________  Exp:  _______  Code:  _______ 

This fundraiser is open to all Masons and non-Masons.   

8-inch Brick  
$100.00 12 x 12-inch Brick  

$500.00 

8-inch Brick  
$100.00 

Tucson Scottish Rite Cathedral Centennial Celebration
1915 – 2015

Square and Compass - Double Headed Eagle - Your Rite - Post Master - Shrine -

Eastern Star - Amaranth - Daughters of the Nile - LOS - A Religious Symbol



Tucson Lodge of Perfection 

Tucson Scottish Rite 

Valley of Tucson ~   Orient of Arizona 

P.O. Box 391 

Tucson, Arizona  85702-0391 

Cathedral Location: 
160 S. Scott Avenue 

Tucson, Arizona   
520-622-8364 

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. Postage 

Paid 
Tucson, Arizona 
Permit No. 658 

Save the Date! 
Scottish Rite Cathedral Centennial Celebration 

December 12, 2015 

10:00am 
Rededication Ceremony, Open House,           

Guided Tours,  Commemorative Souvenirs, 

Entertainment and Refreshments 


